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WAX}1AN VOTES AGAINST C~RTER DRAFT BILL 

Last week Los ~ngeles Congressman Henry "A. Paxman (24th Dist.) 

joined with a minority of House Congressional colleagues, in voting 

against the Carter Administration plan for immediate draft registration. 

The bill passed by a substantial margin and is scheduled to go into 

effect July 21. 

Waxman said, 

"This registration bill is going to do nothing to strengthen our 

national defense. After all, it provides the gover~~nt with nothing 

more than a list of names, addresses and social security numbers. No 

assessments will be made about health, intelligence or suitability for 

military service. 

"Draft registration coming so soon after our disastrous experi-

ence in Vietnam will surely make young men and their families anxious 

about their futures. ~e are also certain to see bitter and divisive 

conflict between those who support the draft and those \oiho oppose it. " 

Waxman •aid ~~at he is strongly in favor of American defense forces 

"large enough and strong enough to meet any challenge anywhere in the 

"rorld~" The Congressman indicated his belief that this goal could only 

be met by improving conditions for career military personnel and greatly 

increasing incentives for reasonably well educated and skilled men and 

women to join the ar~ed services . 
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In an open attack on both the Carter Administration and House sup• . · :. 

porters of the draft registration bill, taxman a aid, 

"I ~hallenge any member of . the Adminis-tratiop or colleague in Con

gress to make e~en a single plausable argument as ' to :_how ' this massive .. 

regis~ration effort will prove of any value in dealing with our probl~ 

in eith~r Iran or Afghanista~. The bill pa~sed, I believe because of 

w_idesr>read concern about these two s.i.tuations. Yet, ironi·cal'ly, it ·will 

do nothing to resolve them." 


